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Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol
Read this extract from A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Scrooge is being shown the life of the Cratchit family.

“And how did little Tim behave?” asked Mrs. Cratchit, when she had rallied
Bob on his credulity, and Bob had hugged his daughter to his heart’s content.

“As good as gold,” said Bob, “and better. Somehow he gets thoughtful, sitting
by himself so much, and thinks the strangest things you ever heard. He told me,
coming home, that he hoped the people saw him in the church, because he was a
cripple, and it might be pleasant to them to remember upon Christmas Day, who
made lame beggars walk, and blind men see.”

Bob’s voice was tremulous when he told them this, and trembled more when
he said that Tiny Tim was growing strong and hearty.

His active little crutch was heard upon the floor, and back came Tiny Tim
before another word was spoken, escorted by his brother and sister to his stool
before the fire; and while Bob, turning up his cuffs—as if, poor fellow, they were
capable of being made more shabby—compounded some hot mixture in a jug
with gin and lemons, and stirred it round and round and put it on the hob to
simmer; Master Peter, and the two ubiquitous young Cratchits went to fetch the
goose, with which they soon returned in high procession.
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Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the kindness in A Christmas Carol?
Write about:

» how Dickens presents the kindness of Tiny Tim in this extract

* how Dickens presents kindess in the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]




